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R\\' suntersville District embraces the grester part of
i A -
' b N , .y ¥
\ / the eastern half oj b $.% 2 focanontas County. To tre north lies
Greenbank Distfict, while in the east it ie separated from

Highland and Bath Counties in Virginia by the summit
Allegheny Mountain Tange, on the south lies Little Levels
District and on the west Edray Digtrict. West of the center
and extending northeast from near Huntersville, almost to

the mortheast boundary are the Erowns ¥ountains. In the
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southern part is a geries of mountains called the Eeaver

range. It is crowned by several lofty peaks.Just muth of

the latter is a level plateau or table lang of considersble

extent. It was covered at one time with g lofty forest of

white pine and is known as the white pine plateau. The pine

timber was cut ang shipped to various markets and much of

the plateau is now of second growth and is owned by the rovern—

ment, in Mononcahela forest. Knapvs Creek and its trivutaries

drain the entire surfece. The latter are Little Back Creek,

Douthard! e Creek, Cochran's Creek and Brown's Creek.

The firet settlers in thie district were Moses ¥oore,

John Bradshaw and Peter Lightner. (Both of tae latter have

already been mentioned in former papers sent in.) They were

not long permitted to enjoy the solitude of their lonely homes

alone for other pioneers came and settled becide them.

€ rioneer days were what were

hools end were usuzlly taugat

The schools of thos

called subseription or select so
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for a few months in the Year by one of the pioneer
Als youth Bad enjoyed superior educationsl advantages.

text books used were Dilwortnt' s
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the Bible as a reazder,

The firet of these schools “kept" in this

up with a huge fireplace. The seats were msde bv
small logs in nalves and inserting pine for legs

ides. It ie not known who the first teacher was:

m

no record. Traditions tell us Mary Yoore ws
teacher. The Moores were the first to settle on
Creek and were a prominent family. It is not

who preacned the first sermon. Tradition again

it was toe Apostle of Methodism,--the noted Bi

Tne nemes of many pioneer Ministers are remembered and re-
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corded by the old residents.

Everywnere in the settlement of the west the frontier
preéacner was an importani factor and scercely was tne roof
of the cabins made fast before the Methodist Circuit ricer

or the Baptist Missionary made his appearance, collected the
neighbors, preacied a sermon, left an aprecintment far some

time, pernaps a year in the future; then after a friendly

farewell he continued his journey to another settlement.

Amons thosze who first visited Pocahontas County were

% § : :
the Reverend®s James Avis, John Miller, Amos Smits, J. W. Kenney,




Walts, Samuel Ellis, William McDowell,
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ligha Knox,

ames Kerr, William Houston, Harvey Lawyers, N. Pendleton and

ne firet Presbyterian Church at HJuntersville, was
organized by Rev. Mitchell D. Dunlap in 1854 . Among the first
members were Hugh MclLaughlin, Sr. James A. Price, George E.
Craig. A bouse of worship wae erected the seme year on the

2th day of August 1854. Filliam Gammon, Benjamin Herold and

erection of a Churca for §1,846.00.

The ¥ethodist Episcopal Church (South) of Buntersville
was organized in 1866 by Rev.fg? S. E. Sixes. Before tne di-
vision of the Church in 1844 info Northern and southern
branches, the Methodiste had an organization at tnis place but
the Huntersville Church then belonged to what was known as
tne Levelton Circuit.

Mount Vernon Church, built in 1850 was the first ever
erected on Knapps Creek. For its erection $400 was raised by

na the remainder was paid by Andrew W. Koore,

W

ubscription
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Moses Moore and Preston Moore. It was dedicated in June 1852

and the Rev. John McClure became its first pastor. During the
war between the states called by some the Civil War, the
soldiers made & barracks of the Church and at one time threat-
ened to burn it but were prevailed upon to desist such an act
of vandalism and today its stands as monument of the religious

zeal and Christian enthusiasm of generations now passed away.

Among the first members were Leonard Heron, Jennie Serom,




George Rider, Larvey Curry, Mary A. Curry, Moses Moore,

Isabella Noore, Preston Moore, Andrew loore, Anna Yoare

and Elizabeth Lightner. George Rider was the first Class
Leader.

Huntersville was the only town in the district
at that time but in later years Froet has become a small
town. Zuntersville was laid out in 1821 and was tne County
ceéatl until it was moved to Marlinton after it had become
a small town, by the vote of the people.

HFuntersville is situated on the left bank of Knapps

Creek six miles from it s mouth. It is surrounded on all

sides by lofty mountains and has, pernaps, more the aprear-
ance of an Alpine village than any other town in the State.

Its elevation 1900 feet above seal level.

Yoses Moore already mentioned as one of the first

settlers located on Knapps Creek more than one hundred
years ago,—-at least one nundred;anéwﬁiiﬁf
atte:sted by records. Tiaere was an old

Valley Draft as it was once called, by

traveled when on thneir missions of

This trai led near by where M
land once owned by his grandson Andre
have been expected it was not long |
'G&p"éwityn: t . nis and r
nome. Twice efore




on the farm of Andrew -
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erold ang still standing on the same
oW owned by Richarg Gibson,

farm
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fhis tract included

Yoses Mdoore gave
in €Xchange for it

mone y"

"Two steel travs ang two pounds sterling
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